
How Gujarat Discriminates Against Its Minorities& How a 

Minority Rights Campaign is Demanding Rights : A Report 

 

While‘Sabka-Saath, Sabka-Vikas’ may be the slogan, systemic discrimination is generally seen with 

minority communities within Gujarat: the lack of basic facilities in areas dominated by minority 

residents and the question of their security is key. In the budget session of parliament this year, 

the Ministry of Minority affairs presented its progress report before the parliament.  The analysis 

of its report suggests that the implantation status of its programmes in Gujarat is almostzero.  

An in-depth study about the status of statutory bodies like minority commissionshas found that 

the Gujarat government did not even constitute commission in the state. The government did, 

however print anaddressof such a commission in the government's book. 

A minority group initiative has studied the allocation for minorities in state budget. The study 

revealed that while there is separate budget for Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribes and Other 

Backward Classes and Minorities. It is not clear how much money is allocated specifically for 

minorities. 

In 2013, the national sample survey organization(NSSO)in its research found that, in Gujarat 

78.7 % Muslim children attended school anda staggering 21% of Muslim children are out of 

school. An attempt to investigate the reasons for this led to the conclusion that a large number 

of Muslim children go to the Madrassah and the rest are girls from the community who did not 

go to school because of the distance of the school from their homes. While in the other states, 

there the MadrassahEducation Board equals to the State Board, such an equivalence does not 

exist in Gujarat. Young Muslims emerging from Madrassahs have, therefore added to the long 

list of the state’s unskilled labour. 

If the Gujarat government is not implementing the programmes of Ministry of Minority Affairs, 

and not making adequate budgetary allocations as also not establishing a state minority 

commission to effectively redress grievances,this is a sure signal that the state government 

consciously discriminating minorities. These issues were discussed among the minority rights 

campaigners and it was decided that necessary steps should be taken to ensure the development 

and basic question concerning protection of minorities should be raised. It was also decided that 

each district of state should be visited and discussions to be held with common people to 

determine the direction of campaign.A Minority Coordination Committee was also formed to 

effectively implement the campaign programme:  

1. Minority Welfare Ministry should be established in the State. 

2. Separate budget allocation for the development of minorities should be made in the State 

Budget. 

3. Minority commission should be constituted in the state by passing legislation in assembly.  

4. Open intermediate government run schools in minority populated areas. 
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5.  Madrassah degree should be recognized as equivalent to that of the Gujarat Board. 

6. Special Economic Package for the upliftment of minority communities should be declared. 

7. Government policy for rehabilitation of people displaced from communal violence. 

8. Full implementation of Prime Ministers 15 point programme. 

Since April 2017 when the programme was launched 1 lakh postcards were written by the 

community and its Impact was felt as the government started to constitute monitoring 

committee to implement the PMs 15 point program. A housing scheme was launched by the 

government in Juhapura and state government organised a programme in Gandhi Nagar in 

August 2017. The Union Minister for Minority Affairs, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, Chief Minister of 

Gujarat, Deputy CM and other minister of the government were present. The office bearers of 

Minority Morcha were also invited to attend the programmeand were told what government has 

done for the minorities and Muslims. This is the same government which never worked and 

often termed issues of minorities as appeasement. This change in vocabulary happened due to 

those who wrote the postcards and clearly gave message that the days of ignorance and apathy 

and fear are over. 

On August 20, 2017, a meeting was held with members from all over the state in Ahmadabad. It 

was decided in the meeting that on  September 18,  2017, all 33 district collectors of the state will 

be given memorandum in support of these demands and meetings will be held in different parts 

of the state. 

 

On 18 September 2017, at 11:30 am, the memorandum addressed to the Chief Minister of 

Gujarat was given to the 31 district collectors of the state. This day, there was an ambience of 

victory and enthusiasm among minority communities across state. The administration is also 

deployed large number of police personnel at the district headquarters. Despite heavy police 

force, the enthusiasm of people did not diminish; they went and talked with district collectors 

about their demands. 

In the third phase of campaign, 1 lakh individual representation will be signed and will be 

submitted to the Chief Minister by state delegation.For the first time after this campaign, instead 

of responding to incidents we demand rights of minority community, the memorandum 

addressed to the Chief Minister is given to the district collectors in such a large number clearly 

resonates pain and sensitivity of minority communities towards demands for development 

opportunities in Centre as well as in state, protection from discrimination and proper 

representation in state budget allocation.  

Over the next weeks and months, the minority rights campaign has planned to build a strong 

pressure group of peoples in Gujarat to achieve targets of Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG) by 2030. 
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Delegation at Narmada and Sabarkantha districts. 
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Delegation at Ahmedabad and Kutch districts. 

 

 

Delegation at Gandhinagar and Porbandar districts. 

 



 

News from Bharuch and Narmada Districts. 

 


